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psychologic "outpost55 that heralds and prepares the subsequent
development of the reproductive instinct. Whether it owes its
existence only to psychologic factors or whether we have here the
inner perception of a hormonal process is difficult to decide.

The really characteristic feature of the young girl's erotic longing
and its unconscious content is the expectation of the sexual experience
as distinct from motherhood. The origin of this longing in primitive,
unsublimated instinctual drives manifests itself in various ways.
Ardent wishes to be desired, strong aspirations to exclusive egoistic
possession, a normally completely passive attitude with regard to the
first attack, and the desire to be raped that asserts itself in dreams
and fears, are characteristic attributes of feminine sexuality. They
are so fundamentally different from the emotional manifestations of
motherhood that we are compelled to accept the opposition of
sexuality and eroticism on one hand and reproductive instinct and
motherhood on the other. Thus the double sexual role of woman
expresses itself in the beginning, when we can see the psychologic
manifestations of both aspects at the same time. Only later and
gradually, perhaps not until the actual sexual experience has taken
place, do the two tasks become closely interwoven; they either
support and strengthen each other or come Into conflict. Later we.
shall see how sexuality and motherhood are often in absolute
emotional contradiction, and how they nevertheless merge in the
deeper and unconscious life of the soul.